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The goal of this presentation is to help graduate students and faculty better understand how the electric 
power industry is discussed in the mainstream media and why their field matters to everyday people. The 
Texas power grid has been under heavy scrutiny since failing in the February 2021 freeze, which killed at 
least 246 people across the state. The crisis illuminated a contradiction that many are still frustrated by: 
Why does the energy capital of the world sometimes struggle to keep the lights on for its own residents? 
At the same time, Texas has been held up as a model of how states can ease the build-out of renewable 
energy, and as a hub for the development of next-generation technologies such as enhanced geothermal 
and small modular reactors. Now, with the emergence of AI, Texas is again in the spotlight as one 

of the regions with the fastest-growing electricity demand in the country.  
 
This presentation discusses the main storylines playing out in the Texas 
electric power sector, as well as why the road to the country’s energy 
transition necessarily runs through the Lone Star State. It highlights the 
questions and concerns top-of-mind for everyday readers, and how this 
reporter tries to explain a complicated, highly technical industry to a general 
audience. Included in the presentation is a brief overview of how the media 
industry has grappled with financial challenges and digital transformation, 
and how those changes impact local news coverage. Time will be left at the 
end for any questions.
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Biography
Claire Hao is an energy & power grid reporter at the Houston Chronicle. She covers the growth and politics 
of renewable energy in the country’s leading state for utility-scale wind and solar, the complexities of 
the Texas power grid as extreme weather repeatedly tests its aging infrastructure, the expected energy 
demand from AI and more. Most anything that has to do with how electricity is produced, transmitted, 
distributed and consumed is fair game. She can be reached at claire.hao@houstonchronicle.com. 

Before joining the Houston Chronicle in 2023, Claire spent a year on the climate team of the San 
Francisco Chronicle, where she also covered power grid & energy transition, as well as wildfire, drought, 
earthquake readiness and California’s home insurance crisis. Claire has also written for the news desks 
of Bloomberg Law and the Chicago Tribune, as well as for the editorial board of the Washington Post.  
Claire was raised in the metro Detroit area and graduated from the University of Michigan in 2022. She 
was born in Bryan, Texas, as her father pursued his electrical engineering PhD at Texas A&M University.
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